Topoisomerase-I inhibitors in gynecologic tumors.
The first section of this article reviews recent studies that have clarified both the cellular role of topoisomerase I and the mechanisms of cytotoxicity of the topoisomerase inhibitors, the camptothecins. Different analogs of this new class of antitumor drug have been studied using various dose schedules in the treatment of refractory or recurrent gynecologic cancer. Response rates are between 13% and 25%. The main toxic effects are hematologic and gastrointestinal, the latter remains problematic. Radiotherapy, alkylate, platinum analogues, and topoisomerase II inhibitors are currently being studied in combination with camptothecins.